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[Insert name of organisation] is celebrating Glaucoma Awareness Week 2021 
 
Today marks the launch of Glaucoma Awareness Week, the UK’s national week which will 
run until 4 July 2021 to raise awareness of glaucoma.  The theme for this year is family and 
loved ones, and [Insert name of organisation] will be supporting the initiative by [include 
summary of activity and any details of any online events or initiatives taking place 
throughout the week].  
 
Glaucoma is the name of a group of eye diseases that damage the optic nerve. The optic 
nerve transfers visual information from the eye to the brain and if it’s damaged, it can 
result in sight loss and even blindness. It is estimated that over 700,000 people in the UK 
have glaucoma, and half of them are unaware they have it. Between 2015 and 2035, the 
number of people living with glaucoma in the UK is expected to increase by 44%. 
 
It’s been a year like no other and many people have been unable to be with their family 
and loved ones. So, with Glaucoma Awareness Week 2021 happening just as restrictions 
are being lifted in the UK, people across the country are celebrating coming together 
while also sharing important information that could help save sight. 
 

[Insert quote from a spokesperson from your organisation about your activity] 
 
Karen Osborn, Chief Executive of the charity Glaucoma UK who are coordinating 
Glaucoma Awareness Week, said: “For Glaucoma Awareness Week this year, we’re 
starting a conversation about how we can support family members who are caring for 
someone with glaucoma. But importantly, we’re also raising awareness of the family link 
with the disease.  
 
If you’ve got glaucoma, your close relatives are at higher risk of developing the disease 
and encouraging them to have regular eye tests could save their sight. During the week, 
we hope to hear many people’s stories about their glaucoma journey and the important 
role their family and loved ones play in it.” 
 
For more information about this year’s Glaucoma Awareness Week, visit 
www.glaucoma.uk/glaucoma-awareness-week or join the conversation on social media 
using #GlaucomaAwarenessWeek 

http://www.glaucoma.uk/glaucoma-awareness-week
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[Insert a contact name and email from your organisation] 
 
For Glaucoma UK interviews and information please contact marketing@glaucoma.uk. 
  
About Glaucoma UK: Glaucoma UK is the charity for people with glaucoma. We’re here 
for people with glaucoma and their loved ones. We campaign to raise awareness so 
glaucoma is detected early and can be treated, we support people to live well with 
glaucoma and we fund sight-saving research.  
 
We are a membership organisation, and those living with glaucoma are at the very heart 
of all we do. We support people to live well with glaucoma by providing a telephone 
helpline, glaucoma support groups, peer support services and widely acclaimed 
information booklets.  
 
For more information, please visit our website glaucoma.uk 
 
Glaucoma helpline: 01233 64 81 70 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am–5.00pm). 
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