[image: ]

Glaucoma UK full position statement on the use of animals in research

At Glaucoma UK, we are committed to funding research that advances our understanding of glaucoma, improves early diagnosis, and develops new treatments. This includes many approaches, such as studying cells grown in a lab, using tissue samples, creating computer models, conducting clinical trials with human volunteers, and, in some cases, using animals.

We know the use of animals in research is a deeply important issue for many of our supporters. We want to assure you that we take this responsibility very seriously. Animal research is only funded when no alternative is available, and when expert peer reviewers agree it is necessary, ethically acceptable, and likely to deliver significant benefits to people living with glaucoma.

We’re proud to be members of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), and we support their position statement on the use of animals in research, which you can read here. We also require researchers to follow the principles of the 3Rs:

· Replace: Use non-animal alternatives wherever possible.
· Reduce: Use as few animals as needed to achieve meaningful results.
· Refine: Ensure the best possible care and welfare for animals involved in research.
We know that this is an ongoing conversation, and we welcome your thoughts and views. We’re grateful for everyone who takes the time to engage with us on this important topic—it helps us understand the perspectives of our community and make thoughtful, informed decisions.

For those who would like to explore this subject further, we recommend the following resources:

· AMRC guidance on animal research: The use of animals in research
· Understanding Animal Research: Myths and facts about animal testing
· UK government regulation and reporting: Animals in Science Regulation Unit Annual Report 

If you’d like to discuss this topic further, or if you have specific wishes about how your donation is used, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Your voice matters to us, and we’re here to listen.

Thank you for your continued support of Glaucoma UK and our vision to end preventable glaucoma sight loss.
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